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Abstract
© the author(s).  The significance of the present study is caused by the necessity to do a
research  on  the  experience  of  the  relations  between  power  structures  and  religious
organizations in the context of civil society mobilization in the face of external threat. The study
aims at the research of the activities of the Commissioners of the Council on Russian Orthodox
Church and the Council on Religious faiths to the Council of People's Commissars of the USSR on
the Tatar Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic (TASSR) during the Great Patriotic War and early
post-war years. Civilizational approach is the basic approach to the present research, which
allowed  examining  the  study  subject  along  with  political  and  socio-cultural  aspects.  The
research resulted in definitions of the status of the abovementioned Councils' commissioners in
the power structures system of the state, their official and practical functions, and legal basis of
their  activities.  Based  on  the  commissioners'  quarterly  plans  and  reports  examination,
techniques and methods of the commissioners' work under relative normalization of relations
between the state and confessions in 1943-1948 were revealed. The research materials can be
used in the development of training aids, practical activities of the structures implementing
state's policy in the spiritual sphere.
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